M NUTES

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
57th LEG SLATURE - SPECI AL SESSI ON
COWM TTEE ON JUDI CI ARY

Call to Order: By CHAIR JI M SHOCKLEY, on August 9, 2002 at 10:00
A M, in Room 137 Capitol.

ROLL CALL

Menbers Present:
Rep. Ji m Shockl ey, Chair (R
Rep. Paul dark, Vice Chair (D)
Rep. Jeff Laszloffy, Vice Chair (R
Rep. Glda dancy (R
Rep. Aubyn A. Curtiss (R)
Rep. Bill Eggers (D)
Rep. Steven Gl lus (D)
Rep. Gail CGutsche (D)
Rep. Christopher Harris (D)
Rep. Linda Holden (R)
Rep. Joan Hurdle (D)
Rep. Jeff Mangan (D)
Rep. Brad Newman (D)
Rep. Mark Noennig (R)
Rep. Ken Peterson (R)
Rep. Diane Rice (R
Rep. Bill Thonmas (R
Rep. Merlin Wlery (R
Rep. G ndy Younkin (R

Menmber s Excused: None.
Menmbers Absent: None.

Staff Present: John MacMaster, Legislative Branch
Pam Schi ndl er, Commttee Secretary

Pl ease Not e: These are sunmary mnutes. Testinony and
di scussi on are paraphrased and condensed.

Comm tt ee Busi ness Summary:

Hearing(s) & Date(s) Posted: SB17, 8/2/2002
Executive Action: SB17, Be Concurred In
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HEARI NG ON SB17

Sponsor :
Sen. Chri sti aens-SD 23-Cascade, Mntana

"An act revising sexual offender laws r conformto federal |aw,
revising the definitions of "sexual offense"” and "vi ol ent

of fense"; revising the conditions for registration based upon
duration of tinme in a county; providing that an offender

convi cted of sexual intercourse wthout consent against a victim
under 12 years of age is subject to mandatory lifetine

regi stration; renoving sexually violent predators fromthe
category of offenders who may receive a risk level classification
reduction”.

Brings sex offenders laws into conpliance with federal |aws that
will allowus to take full advantage of Robert Burn Federal G ant
noney. Life long offenders, Level 3 offenders, offenses with
juveni |l es under the age 12 , a person cones from another state
and stays here 10 days or nore or 30 days in a cal endar year,
they are required to register. "Burn Menorial Fund" |ost $253K
Money to go to Drug Task Force. W do not require people who are
in the State Hospital to register as offenders.

Proponents:

M ke McG ath-Attorney General of the state of Montana, also
Mont ana Board of Crinme Control

Mont ana gets noney fromthe federal governnent in the form of
Burn Menorial Gants. $2. M a year. Mst of the noney is used for
Drug Task Force. Only noney that is used for drug enforcenent.
There are strings attached. Wedderling/Lynchner Acts. SB17
seeks to include charges as to : burglary, pronotion of
prostitution with a mnor, false inprisonnent, 2nd offences as
sex offences. Lifetine registration for Level 3 offenders.
Clarifies an offender convicted of sexual intercourse with a
juvenil e under the age of 12, register as a lifetime register.
Re: Sex offenders at State Hospital; ny understanding is that
the statue already states they register. This is a win/wn
situation, toughens up our sex offender registration act,

i nproves our enforcenment of anti-drug efforts.
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Bill Slaughter-Board of Crinme Control, Director of Dept. of
Corrections

The Drug Task Force works, that's why the prisons are full.
Brought together, local, state and federal enforcenment to work
t oget her, please vote for this SB17.

Bet h Satrye-Montana Coalition Agai nst Donmestic and Sexual
Vi ol ence

Strongly support SB17
Troy McCGee-Chi ef of Police, Hel ena, Montana

Strongly support of SB17. W are part of the Drug Task Force in
Hel ena.

Kat hy McGowan- Mont ana Sheriff's and Peace O ficers Association
Mont ana County Attorney's Associ ation

Strongly support SB17.

Dave Jezrets (?)-Police Oficer in Helena, Mntana, Mntana
Police Protective Associ ation.

We represent over 500 officers in the state of Montana. W
strongly support SB17.

Qoponent s:
None

| nformati onal Testi nobny:

None

Questions from Commttee Menbers and Responses:

Rep. Peterson to McG ath-Received letter fromthe Attorney
Ceneral's office; back side of letter "it deletes the category of
ki dnapi ng, solicitation, etc. Wiy deleted? M. MGath -Good
guestion; we're conplying with federal regulations and they are
addi ng (Montana only state with violent registry)the children

ki dnapi ng, sone invol ve sexual offenses.

Rep. Harris to McGath -Section 5 page 4 line 26-"del etion of

of fender sentenced in another state" Wy are we deleting? M.
MG ath -it requires anybody who has a sex offense in Mntana or
any other states to register. Re: out of state student, they
are required to register. If you |look at whole bill, it's not
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excluding, it's just not nmaking a separate category. Rep. Harris
to MG ath -Wat if a clever defense attorney is going to take
this del eted | anguage and say ny client was convicted el sewhere;
can we be sure to that attorney will not use that? M. MGath -
It should be covered. Defer to Allie Shepherd -drafted bill-
Attorney General's Ofice-the law is on the books already; just a
better clarification.

Rep. Shockley to McGath -page 7, line 19 problem Sexual

of fenders in prison who were never designated 1, 2, or 3. Dept.
desi gnates them when they are rel eased. Dept. uses | owest
category due a constitutional problem Wuld you object that we

put that in bill, so that person needs to get re-sentenced.
Bullet -proof. M. MGath -If we nmake that anendnment, we m ght
not have tinme for this bill to be on the floor; Friday of a

Speci al Session, etc. Wrk on that and get it resolved for the
regul ar session. Al so concerned there mght be a Fiscal Note if
DOC has to transport prisoners back to prison to have a hearing
before rel ease.

Cl osi ng by Sponsor:

Sen. Christiaens- Anrendnent woul d pose sone probl ens i npl enmenting
the bill.

Rep. Newmran- Look at page 4 top sub section B-it tells you a sex
offense in any other state is a violation of the | aw

EXECUTI VE ACTI ON ON SB17

Motion/ Vote: REP. LASZLOFFY noved that SB17 BE CONCURRED | N
Mot i on passed unani nously.

{Tape : 1; Side : A, Approx. Time Counter : 0 - 397}
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ADJ OURNVENT

REP. JI M SHOCKLEY, Chair

PAM SCHI NDLER, Secretary
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